
 

 

Great Gidding In Bloom 

2011 
 

 

 

Young and old maintaining Townsend pond 

 

 

 

 



Index 

 

Page 3 - 4  Check list 

Page  5  Introduction and contributors  

Page  6 – 7   Information, Maps and route 

Page  8   Themes and Future goals 

Page  9 – 14  Section A Horticultural Achievement 

Page  14 – 25  Section B Environmental Responsibility 

Page 26 – 32  Section C Community Participation 

 

 

 

 

Townsend Pond  

 

 

 

 



 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement           Page No                     Item                                                   

10 School Garden  

19 Jubilee Wood  

   

   

   

A1 Impact  
e.g.  Colour, design, appropriate choice of plants, 
special features, presentation and innovation 

   

14 Spring Bulbs  

   

   

   

A2 Horticultural Practice  
e.g. Cultivation and maintenance, quality of 
plants, sustainability and new planting 

   

9 Churchyard  

10 Jubilee Wood  

10 School Garden  

17 Allotments  

A3 Residential and Community Gardening  
e.g. residential areas, communal areas, 
allotments, public buildings (church or school 
grounds), car parks. 

   

   

   

   

   

A4 Business Areas and Premises  
e.g. retail and shopping areas, leisure sites, 
transport terminals, car parks, farms, rural 
businesses, pubs, post offices, tourist 
areas/attractions, offices, estate agents. 

   

11 Recreation Field  

13 Footpaths  

   

   

A5 Green Spaces  
e.g. verges, parks and open public spaces 

   

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility     Page no                    Item                                                   

 

14 Chapel End Pond  

15 Townsend Pond  

19 Jubilee Wood   

   

B1 Conservation and Biodiversity  
e.g. wildlife area, natural habitats 
 

   

18 Tree Stakes on Allotments  

   

   

   

B2 Resource Management  
e.g. recycling, minimising demand placed on 
natural resources such as water or peat, any 
harmful impact on the environment.   
    

22 Churchyard  

   

   

   

B3 Local Heritage  
e.g. management and development of local 
heritage and/or identity, inclusive of natural 
heritage.  
    

17 Allotments  

25 Litter picking  

   

   

B4 Local Environmental Quality  
e.g. management of vacant premises and plots, 
litter, graffiti, fly-posting, dog fouling. 
 
 
 

   



21 Sustrans  

22 Village Hall & Townsend Pond  

   

   

B5 Pride of Place  
e.g. management of street furniture, signage, art 
in the landscape, hard landscaping. 

   

 

Section C: Community Participation              Page No                   Item                                                 

              

29 New pond  

   

   

   

C1 Development and Continuity  
e.g. development and sustainability of the local 
in bloom initiatives, evidence of on-going 
projects. 

   

26 Wassail  

27 Website  

28 Village Show  

31 Extracts from Parish News  

C2 Communication and Education  
e.g. community awareness and understanding, 
encouragement with schools and young people 
and/or other community groups, press coverage, 
publicity materials.    

10 School Garden   

20 Picnic & Productions  

   

   

C3 Community Participation  
e.g. community involvement of all ages, ethnic 
and /or religious groups, young people 

   

30 Events Calendar   

31 Extracts from Parish News  

   

   

C4 Year-Round Involvement  
e.g. year-round programme, promotional 
material, press clippings, calendar of events. 

   

26 Grants & Funding  

   

   

   

C5 Funding and Support  
e.g. In kind support, engagement with the local 
authority, commercial/corporate sector, local 
businesses, general public. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction 

 

Great Gidding is a small rural village on the Cambridgeshire Northamptonshire border, 
where over many years; dedicated villagers have maintained their own gardens and also the 

public spaces, to a very high standard. 

Entering Anglia in Bloom for the first time this year, is part of our strategy to ensure the good 
work continues in the future, as demands on our time increase for all of us. 

The decision to enter the 2011 competition was only made in March this year, and we look 
forward to the feedback from the judges, so we can improve next year.  

 

Team Members/contributors 

In the short space of time since the village entered the competition many people have come 

forward to lend a hand in all manner of ways, and offers of help are still being made.  This 

has all been done without the formation of a committee and it may be that this is something 

that will be addressed in the future, to bring together all the ideas of offers of manual work 
and channel them towards the aims of the “In Bloom” competition. 

 

Rachel Giddens 

Julie Trolove 

Sue Jarvis 

Rose Foster 

Michael Trolove 

Paul Hodson 

Gerry Smith 

John De Val 

Paul Burgess 

Krystyna Wojcik 

Bernard Watson

Chris Howden 

Alex Chambers 

Plus others, sorry if I have forgotten you. 

 

 

 



 

Information about Great Gidding. 

In 1851 Gt Gidding had a population of 563 by 1971 it had dropped to 209 this has since 
increased to around 350. 

We have a small but excellent Primary School, with many children attending from 

surrounding villages. We also have a general store, a tack shop and a pub. 

The Village Hall has recently been renovated and will continue to provide a meeting place for 

village events for years to come. 

 

 

 

How to find us. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Route for judging. 

Meet in the Village Hall car park 3.00pm 

Robin Hayden & Sally Dalley 

1) School – meet Head Teacher Alex Chambers  

2) Church Yard 
3) Drive to the Recreation Ground 

4) Drive via Chapel End to Horse pond 

5) Drive to Fox & Hounds car park 
6) Allotments and Jubilee Wood 

7) Townsend Pond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Information on Themes 

 

Horticultural 

Gidding is a small rural working village, where the public areas are functional and relatively 

easy to maintain. 

Environmental Responsibility 

In the past 12 months a great deal of our time and effort has been spent on environmental 

projects, and this will continue as the two old ponds mature, and the new pond is started. 

We hope that the community will not only enjoy the benefits of this work but will also help 

with its upkeep. 

Community Participation 

There is a great community spirit within the village. Events are well publicised in the village 

magazine, and often door to door leaflets. 

Goals for the Future 

 

• Information Boards for Chapel End Horse Pond, Townsend Pond and Jubilee Wood 

– Lottery Funded 

• New Village website – waiting for report from The Wildlife Trust 
• Maintenance of Ponds   

• License applications pending Michael Trolove & Paul Hodson to survey for Newts 

• Construction of a new pond in the Jubilee Wood 
• Additional public footpath signs  

• Recreation Ground to become a QEII field – application accepted. 

 

 

 



Section A 

St Michael’s Churchyard, Great Gidding Maintenance 

 

• The churchyard is the setting for the most important historical building in our 

community.  It is a typical English country churchyard which, fortunately, hasn’t 

suffered, like so many, from the urge to move headstones for borders or paths to 
walk on.  The names on the stones tell of generations of families, and headstones of 

husband and wife are still side-by-side after nearly 300 years.  The ground is 

undulating and uneven, with a form and interest of its own.  Comments in the visitors’ 
book are generally very appreciative. 

 

• The care of the churchyard is an indicator of the importance placed in it as a public 

amenity and of our thoughts for those who are buried there and their families and 

friends. 

 

• Being a quiet space it is a haven for wildlife, and, never having been cultivated, it is a 

resource for wild flowers and grasses in areas where these have been left to grow. 
 

• To cut the existing areas of trimmed grass with the sit-on mower and to go round the 
headstones with the Hayterette takes between 5 and 8 hours each week.  Strimming 

round the church building and between headstones which cannot be cut with the 

Hayterette takes between one and one and a half hours.  In May and June this needs 
to be done twice a week if the grass cuttings are to be left on the surface.  If cut 

infrequently the accumulated cuttings tend to rot kill the grass below. 

 

• One area, because of the slope, is very difficult to cut with the large mower and it is 

dangerous to do so if the grass is wet.  The slope at the front bordering Main Street 

cannot be safely cut with the sit-on mower.  The visual impact of its position on the 
main approach is important and it therefore needs to be cut by hand. 

 

Grass cutting throughout the season 

 

• First priority for cutting to be given to the area between the two main paths, the areas 

between the school and the east end of the church and the areas adjacent to the 

porch. 
 

• Second priority to be given to the area round the large sycamore tree where 
weddings are photographed. 

 

• Third priority to cut and/or strim the area round the older graves on the north side. 

 

• Strimming to be carried out round the church wall sufficiently frequently to keep 
weeds and ivy down. 

 



 

Jubilee Wood Management  

 

The first few years were key to establishment, despite having mulch mats and tree guards 
on ongoing weeding was necessary to stop grass from overpowering the small trees. An 

ongoing replacement scheme was factored into the original plan so annual top up’s of 10 to 

15 trees helped fill the gaps. 

 
Now the trees are of sufficient height the wood will is being allowed to naturalise so the 

background Hawthorn, Black Thorn and Ash will fill the gaps. It is envisaged that coppicing 

will be the preferred management tool for the future. 
 

 

 

A large open space was left in the middle of the wood. It's purpose was undefined at the 
start but now it has clear purpose. In the first few years this area was left to its own devices 

with irregular cutting and consequently weeds and thistles thrived. A plan was conceived to 

improve the open space by planting a dozen one metre square blocks randomly dug by 
anyone who had half an hour to spare. An appropriate grass seed and wild flower mix was 

sown to lift the seed stock. The open area was then mown at the end of the summer to 

enable viable seeds to be returned to the soil. This has paid handsome dividends,  we now 
have a thriving wild flower type meadow which along with the path ways is only cut once 

year to stop any woody plants  from becoming established. 

 

A chalk board lists some of the wild flowers at the entrance to the Jubilee wood 
 

 

 

 

School Garden 

The garden at the front of the school was designed and created by a group of children (with 

adult help!) in memory of Reverend Jackie Duck and features a pond and flower bed in the 

shape of a cross with garden ornaments and shrubs.  

The whole of the school site has been redeveloped and we have lovely pots and flowers 

around the school. Our garden at the back of the school is flourishing with plants and 
vegetables and is really very pretty too. Parents and children work in the garden to maintain 

it. 

 



 

School garden    Jackie Duck Memorial Garden 

 

 

 

The Recreation Ground 

  

In recent years the village football club has ceased to exist but despite this the Recreation 

Ground is in use several times a week.  The village school has a play area but the children 

are brought down to the Rec. for their team sports and athletics.  This can be several times a 
week and in addition the school use this field for some of their curriculum activities and 

social and sports events. 

 

 

School Egg Flinging competition on the Recreation Field. 

 

 



A nearby village has a shortage of pitches for its many football teams and they hire the Rec. 

Ground several times a week for the use of their girls and colts teams.  Matches are played 
on a Saturday and on weekday evenings training sessions are held..  In 2008 the Parish 

Council purchased new football goals.  A shipping container makes a secure and 

weatherproof store for all the required equipment  

 

This year we have a new contractor cutting the grass.They have made an excellent start and 

take great care around the play equipment to strim and keep the whole area tidy.  The 

hedge is trimmed each autumn by a villager with a tractor and flail cutter.   

Two years ago the Recreation Ground Committee were able to secure funding from 

Cambridgeshire Community Foundation and the grant enabled a toilet cabin to be installed, 

an item which has been on the agenda for many years.  The pavilion has been on the site 
for several decades and is beginning to show it’s age.  Funding has been sought but to date 

this has been unsuccessful.   

The Committee carry out regular safety and maintenance checks and each year an 

independent assessor carries out an inspection of the play equipment to ensure it is safe to 

use and meets current regulations.   

 

Village cricket 

 

People living in the village bring their young children and grandchildren to the Rec. and 

make good use of the swings and slide.  The wooden activity trail was added to the area in 
2006, after a number of fundraising events, and is for the use of children aged under 8.  At 

present there are a number of teenagers living in the village – they just bring along a ball 

and practice football, rugby or American football.  One of them said “It’s big and so you are 

not restricted as you would be at home in the garden”. 

 



The Recreation Ground is a valuable area to the village, whether it be used for School sports 

day, a village fundraiser or a child’s birthday party – lots of space where the whole 

community can come together. 

 

 

Football coaching 

 

Public Footpaths 

Footpath 1 

This footpath starts at the white stile at the bend on Winwick Road  opposite playing field. 

The hedges and stile are maintained by Mr Trolove.  

Cross the field to the bridge over stream, to open farm land a pathway across this  field is 

maintained by Mr D Roughton. 

New post’s and way markers are about to be installed. 

Footpath 2 

From Gains Lane to Main Street had a major clean up. The District Council team, cut back 

the  hedges,  cleaned out the stream and erected a new fence ,Joan Chiswell , Anthea  Keck 

Margi Comeau, Reiko Hughes , Rose foster, cleared all the leaves and twigs, Bruce and Lois 
Jordon made refreshments. 

Footpath 3 

From Chapel  End across the fields to Mill Road. With the help of P3 funding  we were able 

to revamp this footpath and install new easy gates to replace  stiles, plus new way markers 

placed to show the way.  

 

 



Planting Spring bulbs 

The Parish Council allowed Rose Foster to ask for donations of spring bulbs in the Parish 

magazine, so they could be planted around the village for all to enjoy. The response from the 
community was amazing, Michael  Trolove, Neville browning, Alan Thompson, George 

James  and Rose Foster planted them all around the village, starting at the village green. 

To see the show of flowers come spring was a great start to summer, after the  snow and 
ice. 

 

 Stones on footpath Main Street 

The district council resurfaced Main Street Great Gidding in 2010, many stones got thrown 
up onto the footpath by the traffic through the village.  

To solve this dangerous problem a leaflet was hand delivered to every resident on Main 
Street, the whole street co- operated with the request all swept their front path stones to the 

gutter. As we have gaps of fields and empty houses on this street, volunteers from other 

areas of Great Gidding  came and helped to sweep up. 

 All vehicles were removed from the main road and parked up in the village hall car park, so 

the council sweeper booked for wed 20th April 2011 could clear away all the stones.  

 

Section B 

 

Ponds. 

There are approximately 20 ponds in and around the village, three of which belong to the 
Parish the rest are privately owned. 

 

Last year we renovated Chapel End Horse Pond, with the assistance of a grant from 

Huntingdon District Council.  

  

Chapel End Horse Pond before renovation 



 

During renovation 

  

                                                                             After Renovation 

A bench seat has been installed, so that people can rest by the pond. The pond is being 

maintained as a reserve for wildlife, especially Great Crested Newts.  A bug nesting box has 
been installed this year. 

 

Townsend Pond 

In the last 6 months ,working with the Wildlife Trust, we have restored Townsend pond and 
improved community use by providing a viewing platform, with pond dipping equipment. 

   

Before Renovation     Clearing the pond 

 



  

Almost complete     Maintaining the finished pond 

Two residents have been trained and will shortly be licenses to carry out surveys and 
maintain areas for Newts. 

This is part of a Lottery funded project, known as “the Gidding Newt Trail.” 

The Wildlife Trust have been commissioned to produce a report on all the ponds in the 

Village together with a brief report on the Church yard and the Jubilee Wood. This report will 
be made available to all residents and will also form the basis of a new website which will be 

produced to encourage more people (especially children) to use the public footpaths around 

the village and record what they see. 

  

Installing breeding site material for newts   Surveying pond life 

The third pond owned by the Parish, will be left undisturbed and overgrown, as this provides 
excellent cover for wildlife. 

Funding (and labour) has been agreed, to dig a new pond in the Jubilee wood in an area 

which is usually very wet and where even trees find it difficult to grow, due to the unusually 
dry weather we had this spring the pond will be dug in the autumn.  This pond will link up 

Townsend Pond with ponds to the South East, so that the Newt population can travel easily 

between ponds (they normally only travel about 500 meters from a pond) 

The soil dug from this pond will be used to create a stepped bank which will provide shelter 

from North Winds and also natural seating. 

It is expected that this pond will increase the variety of wildlife in the Jubilee Wood, and also 

provide an attractive area for people to enjoy. 

 



As you walk up the track from Mill Lane towards the Jubilee Wood you will pass through the 

Great Gidding Allotment Site.  Had you made this walk earlier this year whilst you would 
have seen cultivated plots on the right hand side as you approached the wood it would not 

have been obvious that there are also plots on the left.  Allotments in Great Gidding, in 

common with many other towns and villages, experienced a decline in popularity and a 
consequent decrease in the number of tenants and the inevitable presence of many 

untended and overgrown plots. 

In total there are sixteen good sized plots available on the allotment site, ten on the left and 

six on the right. Prior to a renewed interest over the last few year by villagers in becoming 

allotment tenants the plots on the left were  essentially used by one tenant, the Parish 

Council’s rational being that it was better that they were being tended than being allowed to 
go completely wild. An ever increasing waiting list however prompted the Council to take 

steps, as required by the Allotments Act, to restore more plots on the allotment site to 

cultivation and to be able to satisfy eagerly waiting villagers.   

In April of this year the ten left hand plots were restored once more to individual plots. Each 

plot was top rotavated to define its boundaries and also to give the new tenants a start on 
the hard work of cultivating their allotment. Eight of these restored plots are now occupied 

and at this time are in various stages of development and cultivation. Indeed many have 

some healthy looking crops growing on them. The plots will no doubt require a year or two to 

reach total cultivation and the maturity and standard of the existing plots but hard work will 
no doubt prevail. 

Restoring the allotments has not however just been an exercise to allow the Parish Council 
to fulfil its duties. It has also opened up opportunities for increased social interaction 

between villagers.  People who you perhaps met in the street or at an event once or twice a 

year because they now have an allotment are often, perhaps several times a week, there for 
a chat. Sometimes the talk is about horticulture but other times the price of petrol or just life 

and the universe. It is clear that whilst perhaps in its infancy there is the start of a micro-

community developing. Tenants are taking a keen interest in who is growing what and the 

obvious comparisons being made between crops and chickens.  

There has already been a cooperative procurement of top soil and talk of an allotment 

association.  The allotments are now a busy and a fun (given a few blisters, back and heart 
ache) place to be. Early days perhaps but I would like think that in years to come they could 

be the envy of the County. If not we will at least have had a new generation of villagers 

alongside existing plot holders restoring an important traditional village activity. Who knows 
there may well be much keener competition at the Village Show for the highly coveted prizes 

in the future. 



 

Allotment and Jubilee Woods    Area before new allotments 

  

Ready for new allotment holders to start  Surplus tree stakes being re-cycled 

 

Allotments under cultivation 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jubilee Wood  

Establishment 

 

The Jubilee wood was planted in recognition of the Queens Golden Jubilee in 2002 on land 
identified by the Parish Council as suitable in all forms for the project to go ahead. Funding 

for the purchase of native trees specific to the soil type and area was sought from the 

Forestry Commission along with the necessary tree protection tubes, weed mats and 

support stakes. The forestry commission also advised on a planting layout which included 
open spaces and path ways through the wood. The planting was a community effort with 

many people making themselves available for a whole weekends planting. People soon 

identified which job they were good at and stuck to it.  
Tree species planted included Ash, Oak, Field  Maple, Wild Cherry, Wild Service, Hawthorn, 

Blackthorn, Dogwood, Hazel and Wild Rose. 

Parishioners were then invited to fund specimen trees to create a greater diversity mix.  

 
Management  

 

The first few years were then key to establishment, despite having mulch mats and tree 
guards on ongoing de weeding was necessary to stop grass from overpowering the small 

trees. An ongoing replacement scheme was factored into the original plan so annual top up’s 

of 10 to 15 trees helped fill the gaps. 
Now the trees are of sufficient height the wood will is being allowed to naturalise so the 

background hawthorn, Black thorn and Ash will fill the gaps. It is envisaged that coppicing 

will be the preferred management tool for the future. 

 
 

A large open space was left in the middle of the wood. It's purpose was undefined at the 

start but now it has clear purpose. In the first few years this area was left to its own devices 
with irregular cutting and consequently weeds and thistles thrived. A plan was conceived to 

improve the open space by planting a dozen one metre square blocks randomly dug by 

anyone who had half an hour to spare. An appropriate grass seed and wild flower mix was 
sown to lift the seed stock. The open area was then mown at the end of the summer to 

enable viable seeds to be returned to the soil. This has paid handsome dividends,  we now 

have a thriving wild flower type meadow which along with the path ways is only cut once 

year to stop any woody plants  from becoming established. 
A chalk board lists some of the wild flowers at the entrance to the Jubilee wood 

 

 
Wild flowers now flourishing in the Jubilee Wood 



  
What to look for 

 
Community use 

 

It has been difficult to get people interested in the wood in the first few years as a field of tree 

tubes was not a convincing reason to visit. It is now apparent that many more people visit 
judging by how the paths are well trodden. 

A mid-summer picnic has been held in the wood ever since it was planted. Only one year 

have we had to shelter in someone's house because of the inclement weather conditions 
Most years it seems bitterly cold despite being around 21st of June. 

 

 

 
Enjoying the mid-summer picnic 

 
The wood is also the summer home of the Gidding Players 

 

  
 

Gidding Players performing in the woods  
 



 
The beer tent 

 

 
Future Use  

 

The parish council allocates a yearly budget for maintenance and additions; currently we are 

planting a mix of fruit trees and crab apple trees for visitor and wildlife benefit. As the trees 
become larger we will be fixing bird and bat boxes to enhance the wildlife opportunities. 

 

 
 

 

Highlights 

 
10 years on from the original planting, the wood now has character; most of the trees have 

grown well. One or two places look a bit straggly, more to do with the soil quality and the 

field’s previous use. The open area has transformed it's self with a bit of help from a poor 
thistly  space to a rich environment of Clover, Tares, Vetch, Yellow Rattle, Marsh Orchids 

and the recent emergence of Bee Orchids .  

 

Sustainable Transport Ranger 

 

 

 

 

 



Pride of Place 

Seats on the cross roads and opposite the Village Hall were recently renovated, paid for by 

the Parish Council. Another bench from the recreation ground has been restored, and is 

currently in the pavilion awaiting re-installation. 

New steps to the Village Hall, making crossing the road safer for all users especially 

children, this has not only improved road safety it has also enhanced the village hall.  

Viewing platform installed at Townsend Pond, this is part of the Gidding Newt Trail. The 

pond is maintained by a local resident. 

 

New steps to the Village Hall   Viewing platform on Townsend Pond 

The Church 

The village church of St. Michael’s is an important part of village life. Even those who are not 

‘churchgoers’ appreciate the sense of continuity with the past that the building conveys. 

Things may not seem to change at the same speed as other aspects of community life but 
there is continual evolution. At present we are progressing two projects with the Diocese of 

Ely which we hope will make the church accessible to more people. The first is the provision 

of a Children’s Room which will provide a place for children’s activities throughout the year 
and will be constructed by someone living in the village. The second is the installation of a 

Public Address System which will help those whose hearing is not as good as they would 

wish it. 

 

Apart from the services held in the Church, the community is involved in several other ways. 

The bells are rung regularly and the bell ringers include both village residents and those from 

neighbouring villages. A team of volunteers looks after the churchyard, which has a 

conservation area, throughout the year and another team helps with the cleaning of the 
Church and with flower displays. They are supported by special mornings such as the 

‘Church Spring Clean’ and ‘Churchyard Clean-Up’ when many others from the village join in. 

The church is used by the local village school for occasional services and in the last year, 
children from the school produced a very attractive painting which now adorns the 

‘Children’s Altar. (see photograph). There is a ‘Swap Library’ in the church consisting of 

books donated by village people which anybody is invited to borrow. The Church is often 

used for concerts and over the years we have enjoyed a wide variety of live music. 

 

There is also a Friends of Great Gidding Church which supports the Church financially and 

with other help. Many members of the Friends, including the Chairman, are not members of 

the Church but their willing and enthusiastic support is a very good example of community 
involvement. 



 

Painting by school children 

 



 

Willing volunteers maintaining the Churchyard  

 

 



Thoughts on Litter by a Gidding resident 

I was born in the East End of London more years ago than I care to remember, and next 

year I will have lived in the small Cambridgeshire village of Great Gidding for fully half my 

life, which I hope makes me more of a countryman than the 'townie incomer' that I once was, 
many years ago. My love of the country lifestyle and environment is today spoilt only by the 

items of plastic, tin, glass and paper that lie discarded along the verges of our country roads.

This thoughtless vandalism offends me! The community litter picking sessions deal very 

successfully with the main areas of the village but quite reasonably do not extend far into the 

surrounding areas. Well, just being offended and then expecting someone else to do 
something about it doesn't have much of an effect, so on the basis that existing litter simply 

attracts more litter I take a plastic bag with me every time I go out, picking up the more 

obvious items and transferring them either to the recycling wheelie-bin at the village hall or to 
my own bin at home. I do get the impression that there is less rubbish than there used to be, 

or maybe others are getting the message as well and taking more of their rubbish home with 

them.

Bernard Watson      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section C 

Wassail 

Now a firm fixture in the Gidding diary. An evening of Wassailing to drive the evil spirits from 
our trees and plants (we have even been known to Wassail chickens) to ensure we have a 

good harvest. 

Dressing up as a tree is optional, but enjoying yourself is not! 

  

Wassailer in chief at work! 

 

Grants & Funding 

Funding for the Great Gidding Newt Trail was obtained from The Lottery (£10,000) and the 

Parish Council (£1,000) 

Part of this funding will be used for information boards which will be erected at both ponds 

and also the wood, providing info on the types of wildlife that may be spotted, aimed mainly 
at children. 

The website will also provide downloadable information and i-spy type leaflets for children. 

As part of the Gidding Newt Trail project, Natural England gave a presentation in April, which 

included a guided nature walk, the evening finished at Townsend pond, spotting Newts by 

torchlight. 

A grant of £18,000 from Donarbon was granted  towards the renovation of the village hall, 

the Parish Council contributed £10,000. A further £2,500 Grass Roots funding was obtained 
for the renovation of the kitchen in the Village Hall, with the balance being made up a funds 

raised by the Village Hall committee over a number of years 

£2,500 Grass Roots funding for the toilet on the recreation field 

Chapel End Horse Pond renovation was funded by Huntingdon District Council 

The new steps to the Village Hall, were funded by Huntingdon District Council. 

 

 

 



The Gidding Website 

www.thegiddings.org.uk 

 

The Giddings website was set up in 2000, by Paul Crank, as a means of keeping Great 
Gidding and the surrounding villages in touch with each other. 

 

It is primarily a community site welcoming contributions from all walks of life, including 

people's individual news, Parish Council news, Church information, school activities, social 
events, reports, history, community get-togethers etc. 

 

 As it's grown we've also welcomed stories from folks around the world who have contacted 
us because they have a connection or an interest in the Giddings. 

 

Thanks to the contributing historians - notably Patrick Ellis and David Shepherd - the site 

contains a vast and fascinating archive of historic information and photographs. 
 

It's as informative as the community likes to make it and stories and photos - both past and 

present - of the villages, people, events etc. are always very welcome. 
 

The website is due for a complete makeover in the coming months which will see the 

addition of a content management system so that individuals and groups will be able to 
update their own sections. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Village Show 

In 2002 Robin  Hayden the  then Chairman of Great Gidding  Parish Council thought it would 

be a good idea to resurrect the Village Show which had been discontinued in the early 
eighties.  

A meeting was arranged for  anyone who was interested in reviving a show this resulted in 

the formation of a four man committee who agreed to organise a show in 2003. 

 The  2003  Show  was very successful with in excess of 300 entries on display 

This committee produced a schedule which included sections for Vegetables, Flowers, 

Baking, Craft and Children, this schedule was then delivered to every house in the Village. 

Some detective work unearthed trophies from earlier shows and four new trophies 
purchased enabling a cup for the winner of each section plus an overall show winners’ cup 

to be presented after judging. Additionally certificates were produced for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in 

each class. 

After judging the public are invited to view and see how their entries had been judged and 

pick up their certificates, plenty of good natured banter at this stage. Finally the show 

concludes with an auction of exhibits by Henry Hill, all the proceeds from the auction going 
to village good causes. 

This format for a Show has continued every year since 2003 and raised in excess of £2000 
for Village amenities. Hopefully, it will continue long into the future. 

 

 

 

 



New Pond 

Funding (and labour) has been agreed, to dig a new pond in the Jubilee wood in an area 

which is usually very wet and where even trees find it difficult to grow, due to the unusually 
dry weather we had this spring the pond will be dug in the autumn.  This pond will link up 

Townsend Pond with ponds to the South East, so that the Newt population can travel easily 

between ponds (they normally only travel about 500 meters from a pond) 

The soil dug from this pond will be used to create a stepped bank which will provide shelter 

from North Winds and also natural seating. 

It is expected that this pond will increase the variety of wildlife in the Jubilee Wood, and also 

provide an attractive area for people to enjoy. 

 

Area where the new pond will be situated  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Past Events Calendar 
 

Oct 10
th

10.30am  Coffee morning   Churchside House 

Oct 13
th

 7.30pm History group meeting  Fox and Hounds 

Oct 14
th

10.30am Coffee morning   Roland Bostock’s, Mill Road 

Nov 11
th 

10.30am Coffee Morning   Village hall 

Nov 14
th 

10.55am Remembrance Service  St Michael’s Church 

Nov 19
th 

6-10pm Wif-Waf evening   Village hall 

Dec 5
th 

6pm  Advent carol service   St Michael’s Church 

Dec 8
th

 1.30pm School winter production  Village hall 

Dec 8th  History group    Fox and Hounds 

Dec 9
th

 6.30pm School winter production  Village hall 

Dec 9th  Coffee morning   Village hall 

Dec 16
th

6pm  School carol service   St Michael’s Church 

Early Dec  Parish tree planting 

Jan 12th  History group    Fox and Hounds 

Jan 13th  Coffee morning   Village hall  

Jan 19th  Wassailing  

Jan 22nd  Book swap    Village hall 

Feb 5
th
   Wif-waf evening   Village Hall 

Feb 10
th

   Coffee Morning   Village Hall, 10.30am 

Feb 26th  Maintenance morning   Millenium Wood, 10am 

Mar 3
rd

   History Group meeting  Village hall  

Mar 5
th

   Quiz and Italian evening  Great Gidding School 

Mar 10
th

  Coffee Morning   Roland’s, 21 Mill Road, 10.30am 

Mar 9th  History Group    Fox and Hounds 

Mar 9th  Beer and Skittles   Village Hall 

Mar 10
th

  Coffee Morning   Roland’s, 21 Mill Road, 10.30am 

Mar 12
th

  School Mothering Sunday service St Michael’s Church 

Mar 26
th

 and 27
th
 Gidding Panto    Village hall 

Apr 1
st
   Games evening   Village Hall,  

April 1
st
  School ‘Egg Fling’   Village playing field 

Apr 7
th 

   Coffee Morning   Village Hall, 10.30am 

April 10
th
  Church clean-up day   St Michael’s Church 

Apr 13th  History Group    Fox and Hounds 

Apr 18th  Village Hall AGM   Village hall 

Apr 24th  Easter Egg Hunt   St Michael’s Church 

May 4th  Coffee Morning   Lulu’s, 28 Main Street, 10.30am 

May 8
th

  Village clean-up   Meet at village hall 

May 14
th

  Family treasure hunt   Meet at Gidding school 

May 15
th

  Quiz Night    Village hall 

May 26
th

  Cards and dominoes evening  Fox and Hounds pub 

June 4
th

  Cello and accordion concert  St Michael’s Church 

June 8th  History group    Fox and Hounds, 7.30pm 

June 9th  Coffee morning   St Michael’s Church 

June 13
th

  Spring clean Sunday   Great Gidding School 

June 15
th

  Open day    Great Gidding school 

June 18
th

  Jazz in the nave   St Michael’s Church 

June 19th  Midsummer picnic   Jubilee Wood 

July 3
rd

   Summer fete    Great Gidding school 



 

Extracts from the Parish News 

 



 

 

 


